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Win a
holiday
worth
$8,000
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to offer readers an
amazing holiday

in St Vincent and

The prize: ® SevennightsinaLuxury Villaon Bequiaisland @
International flights with Virgin Atlantic @ Grenadine Airways flights from
Barbados to Bequia @ Daily breakfast @ Jeep hire

3
260,
25% for 4-g guests
for 8-12 guests
Any dates excluding April 1-30 and

December IG—January 4

cialist with more than 40
years' of island experience.

beaches and overlooking the
most magical ocean and views,

the Grenadines

L

to the island of Beqg

NTER our competition,
and you could be met
d whisked
a, in St
Vincent and the Grenadines
(SVG) renowned for its breath-
taking beaches, for a once-
in-a-lifetime holiday at the out-
rageously beautiful Wana Villa,

The epitome of barefoot luxury,
ands

in Barbados

Bequia is one of the 32 isl

ays that makes up the
se of SVG. The laidback
island covers seven square miles

INg scenery.

A short sail away is Tobago (

marine park, where

snorkel beautiful coral r
swim with turtles. Visit www,
discoversvg.com for more.
Wana House can be found
hidden within the lush Bequia
forest, high in the hills, yet only
five minutes’ drive from the

Although luxuriously spa-
cious, the six-bedroom villa has
also captured the intimate feel-
ing of a home away from home.

For further information visit
ne-escape.com,

WWW.Eren
the Caribbean destination spe-

' Please post to: Grenadines Competition, CounTry LiFe Marketing, 9th Floor, Blue Fin Building, 110, Southwark

The company is able to

Rent

access unique homes and
negotiate with the owners for
the best deals. Its aim is to treat
you as preciously as it does its
own family and give you an
unforgettable holiday.

\ Street, London SE1 0SU. Closing Date: 1 March 2011

' Question: What is the marine park in
. St Vincent and the Grenadines called?
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Property news

Edited by ArabellaYouens

Islands in the sun

Grenada and Bequia are well-established on the radars of yachtsmen, but they
also have much to offer second-home buyers, says Arabella Youens

Make newly built Hope Bay your base from which to exp q

OURISTS tend to steer
clear of the Caribbean
during hurricane season,
m. So it was with

with good re
some trepidation that [ agreed
to go on a sailing trip around
Grenada and the Grenadines
in September 2004. ‘Grenada
hasn't been hit by a hurricane
for more than 50 years—you'll
be fine,” reassured a friend.
The reality was, of cours
rather different. On a
in Grenada, we were given
a 36-hour window before the
eye of Hurricane lvan was due
to pass through the very marina
where our boat was moored. We
diately for Trinidad.
the hurricane

sailed imm
Hours later,
caused catastrophic ds
to the island: more than
of it was devastated.
Fast-forward through six years
of slow recovery and a world

n, and the mood today
a is decidedly upbe:
The agricultural in ry has
recovered, and the all-important

airlift to the island is improving.
I:

‘It’s an incredibly varied i
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beautiful beaches on the south
and lovely in the north
interior is like the Caribbean
used to be, explains David
Vaughan of Savills. "The capital
is s0 English—it reminds me
of a small Cotswolds town.
The people are friendly and the
infrastructure  is  excellent,
so when the market picks up,
it'll be an amazing place to buy.’

The British entreprencur and
developer Peter de Savary has
been responsible for keeping
some of the momentum for
development on the island going
over the past few years. In 2006,
he sold the newly built super-
yvacht m: Port Louis,
dubbed the ‘Portofine of the
and is now develop-

Caribbe

ing a maritime village around
it with hotels, restaurants and
apartments and villas priced
from L0040,

His second project is the

boutique beach resort of Mount
Cinnamon at Grande Anse beach,
one of the best on the island,
where villas start from about
51 milli ‘We've sold two

s ilt beach

P $10 million
big houses recently to British
buyers, one on each site, and are
feeling optimistic about what
2011 might bring,” explains
Mark Scott, head of :
de Sav (00 1 4734056 £
‘Grenada is slightly off the beaten
track for people, so we know
we're going to appeal to more
adventurous buyers.’

‘The capital of
Grenada reminds
me of a small
Cotswolds town’

Meanwhile, for those looking
for something more historie,
old plantation houses do come
on the market from time to time.,
Aylesford International is cur-
rently marketing the Mount
Edgec
working plantation and s
room house for
(020=7:349 5100).

ibe estate, a

The island of Bequia (pro-
nounced ‘Beckwee'), which
forms part of the Grenadines,
has  hitherto known
principally to yachtsmen. Often
dubbed the ‘new old Mustique’,
this tiny speck of land ju
m long is how the West
Indies must have been before
the blights of mass tourism.
‘Only, it's better than that,
explains

been

seven

ara Cowan, who lived
nd

on the i il now runs

Grenadine Escape (www.gren-
ape.com). ‘It has all
the charm of the Caribbean
once was, and ye
caters for the achting
ket, the service standard
rst class.” Key Lo its preser-
vation has been its relative
inaccessibility: most people
travel to Barbados and cateh
onward flight (landing
is described as ‘an experience
to sharpen the senses' by one
local), although an inter-
national airport is being built
in St Vincent, a one-hour ferry
ride from Bequia.
Despite this, when forei
were given the opport
to buy land five years ago,
parcels sold quickly. One of
these plots is now home to Hope
Bay, an extravagant home
e up of a main hous 1
six cottages built by the British
developer Harry Marriott.
Standing just
from one of the most beautiful
the

adine-esc:

because

three steps

beaches in Grenadines,
each cottage has a bedroom
suite, and the entertaining
is done in the main house. It's
the biggest house to be built
and launched on the market
in Bequ and the price tag,
although steep at $10 million,
still represents a fraction of the
value of an equivalent house
on Mustique. Hope Bay is for
sale through Savills (020-7016
3740) and Knight Frank (020~

7629 8171). o

www.countrylife.co.uk
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